The Honourable Geoff Regan
Minister, Fisheries and Oceans
HOUSE OF COMMONS
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6
October 26, 2005

Dear Minister:

Re: St. John’s Seal Forum November 7-8, 2005
It is with regret that the environmental and animal protection organizations that are signatories to this letter inform you that
they will not be participating in the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (“DFO”) 2005 Seal Forum in St. John’s on November
7-8, 2005.
The organizations took the decision after much deliberation and with due regard to the history of this sort of DFO event.
They determined that participating in the 2005 Seal Forum would benefit neither seals nor the protection of the marine
environment. Moreover, they judged that their participation in the DFO Seal Forum would, in fact, do harm by providing a
false legitimacy to a staged event intended to serve the political and propaganda ends of the Ministry of Fisheries and Oceans
(“Ministry”).
Four criteria must be considered to promulgate sound environmental and animal protection policies and laws that are
ecologically sustainable, just, and humane. They are – in order of importance – values and ethics, science, economics, and
politics. The Ministry does not approach policy making in this way.
The Ministry decides its sealing policies – like all of its fishing policies – on political criteria, particularly local and short-term
electoral considerations. Values and ethics carry little weight unless they serve the government-of-the-day’s immediate
political ambitions and are held by important voting constituencies. Science is used and abused to rationalize policy, not
inform it. And, economics are incidental; it matters little if a politically advantageous activity provides a long-term economic
benefit to the Canadian public or not.
This approach to environmental policy making has proven its destructiveness not only in Canada, but also around the world.
It is the reason the Ministry is failing to manage sustainably most of the species and the marine environment over which it has
jurisdiction. This realpolitik is not unique to the Ministry of Fisheries and Oceans. It pervades all Canadian governments and
explains why Canada, at all political levels, is failing to honour its publicly stated environmental protection promises.
Because the quest for short-term political advantage decides the Ministry’s sealing policy, the Ministry would – as they have
done in past – not use participation of the signatories to this letter at the DFO 2005 Seal Forum to improve the government’s
sealing policy. Rather, the Ministry would exploit the propaganda value of the signatories’ participation by claiming it had
consulted widely with stakeholders including animal rights and environmental protection groups. Consequently, organizations
whose mandate is the protection of the environment and animals would be seen as endorsing a deeply flawed, primarily
political exercise whose purpose is to give credibility to a sealing policy predetermined by political exigencies. This apparent
endorsement would not enhance either the protection of the marine environment or the welfare and humane treatment of
seals. Indeed, the signatories’ participation in the DFO Seal Forum would undermine legitimate efforts to protect seals, in
particular, and Canada’s marine environment, in general.
In closing, the signatories to this letter look forward to the day when people and organizations that are working to build an
ecologically sustainable, just, and humane global economy – and making such an economy a politically viable policy choice for
elected officials – can assist the Ministry in developing a sealing policy that not only protects the seals and the marine
environment, but also enhances the long-term prospects of the people who prosecute the seal hunt and the communities in
which they live.
Sincerely,

Animal Protection Institute ♦ Humane Society International ♦ International Wildlife Coalition ♦ Massachusetts SPCA ♦ Nova Scotia Humane Society
Respect for Animals ♦ Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals ♦ Sea Shepherd Conservation Society ♦ Vancouver Humane Society
World Society for the Protection of Animals
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